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NTERESTING FACTS

Astoria's Chief Executive Points
Out Evils That Have
Been Cured.

PREDICTS BRILLIANT FUTURE

Council Meets in Regular Session Last
Evening and Transacts Much Business
~Committeen Are Reappointed—Dr,
Reames Named an City Physiclan.

The common counoll In response to &
eall by the Mayor met in special session
at the City Hall yesterday at 12 noon
for the purposy of listening to the read

Ingg of the Mayor's message to that bnly,
and for the further purpose of fixing a
e for the regular seasions of the
council for the enmuing year.

Promptly at the bour named Lhe
ecouncil called  to wnder by Hia
Honor, the Mavor, all of the members
AL the eoncludion  of
the roll cal] and reading of the eall for
speciul aession, the Honorable Mayor,
Herman Wise, rewd to the body his an
nupl message, which follows:

Astorin, Orey, Jan, 0, 1908,
To the Honorable Gentlemen of the
Common Counedl:

At the threshold of this, my thind and
last year as Mayor of Astorin, 1 desive
to congratulate you, and through you,
the people of this eity, upon the splendid
progress made dubing the year  just
passed.  The prospects for the ensuing
Year are most promising.  While appre-
clating all theso manifestations of ma-
tovinl progress the year 1007 awill be
remombered principally as the your when
the: City of Astorin advaneed to o
cleaner, higher position among the eities
of the Northwest,

The charge that “Astoria is the tough-
et town in Oregon” can no longer truth.
fully be made.  About forty yemrs agn,
when Astorla was o mere village and the
sulmon industry first assumed jmportant

oportions, most of the flshermen onme
nbre from the Sacramento River every
Hrrillg. and pt the ¢loso of each season
they were wont Lo return to California
It win then safd, “theso strangers, with
pockets Tull of gold, are sure to Lecoma
the prey to the pit-falls now fourishin
In San Franciseo;  we  might  as -\n-n

lnek them first,”  Thus the “BUSI-

VESS" originated and it grow in fne
portance until most of us came to be
leve that it wns one of Astoria's chief
Industriea—without which the business
and professionnl worll conld not pros.
per, nor the city pay its running ex.
penscs,

As the vetoran soldier becomes nsed
Lo the sight of blood and carnage, as the
thunder of shot and shell makes him
oblivious Lo the agonizing ories of his
maimed  comrudes, w0 did woe  becowa
hivdened und it mattored little who fell
by the wayside, whose Doys and girls
wore ruinod, so long as our own wera
anfe, and our business shared in the
profits,  Finally the climax was reached
for partioulars of which 1 vefer to my
spectnl message of March 10th last, Tt
happened to bo my misfortune to be
Mayor at this time. Had T anticipated
such o dilommn I might well have hesi
tated to accept the office: many of the
men engnged in danee halls and gam-
bling had treated me most  liberally,
none: had done me harm and it was a

Wils

belng  prosent

‘nerve-racking trinl to proceed againet

them, but, we are creatures of destiny
and must ment diMoulties as best we
ean, T woull not be a putty Mayor;
finding myselt on the firing line it was
necessary to either shoot or run. 1 could
not honorably run—even ng father and
son, brother and friend, had to oppose
ench other in #he Civil Wafr for a
PRINCIPLE, Hanlly had ons question
boen settled; whon lnst August the dis
trict attornoy of thin distriet, like the
ilistriet utlurnnfa in most other Oregon
districts, and they, like the prosecuti
attorneys in other atales, were fo

by an ovemwhelmin= public opinion to
stop wide-open, indiseriminate, gam
Pling, -This city, however, had become
#o accustomed to depending for part of
its revenues upon these sources, that the

ont, proaperoas municipality.
The tax levy for the coming year
Tasw been fxed, and while the obsolete
methods of undersuluing property may
glve the stranger the f(nlso lmnpression
that taxes are high, oue people will not
In fuet, b called upon to pay as high a
tix por capita an will be pall by the
people of many other cities in Oregon
amd Washington, nor as high ns Aslor-
s linve padd In years gone by, as i
exomplified by the following statement
procuted after considerable rosearch, In
armwwer to inquiries pddressed to the
Mayors of the principal oltios in the two
states I recelved these replies:

Eat. Direct Per
Pop.  Taxes Capita

Clty
(Exel. License)
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COVERS THE MORNING FIELD ONTHE LOWERCOLUMBIA

SAYS BRYAN

Commoner Gives Opinion

Astorin, O, 16000 $87T410.02 #2060
Eugene, Or. 0,000 3600000 700
Albiany, Or,,, 6,000 | LRGN
Halem, Ow, . 15,000 0 200
Portland, Or., 200000 D12,070.40 i.ﬁsi
Aberdeen, W... 10000 BR.00000 580
Everett, W.. 25000 108538.54 435
Seattle, W.. ... 200000 11000049 5,560
Walla Walla,. 20000 7607016 375

I oalso find that the running expenses
of the whole city are but little more
than the expenses of the Astorin sehool
distriet, an shown by thy report of the
school clerk. The total running exponses
of the City of Astoria last year ex-
vlusive of street improvements and other
wpecial charges) were SA5010.20.  The
tila) (e S L] nl I|'||| wiehiol |“Iili\'| l»‘*t
year were B52,004.83

Everyluddy concedes that the Astoria
School District i belng wanaged with
prodence and ability: yet who will sug-

on Roosevelt, *
MAKES MANY MISTAKES

Silver Tongued Orator Addresses
Jetfersonian Club of
Omaha,

QUESTION MOST IMPORTANT

Whether the Government Shall be Ad-

gost that the Hompmle Sehool Board
got part of ita revenne from danoe halls
and gambling? If it wore wrong for the|
Sohool Directars to secure revenue from|
fines dmposed wpon viee, why should lll"-iI
oent laxpayers  expect  the Common!
Counedl to do this wicked thing? H

I also submit figures taken from t]n-‘
records showing the amount of taxes |
paid by the people of Astorla (indepen.
dent of the county and school taxes)
during the last four years when the vity

iHaalf wollocted jta thren:— |
City Taxes ]

| i) . .!‘LH'.'.MI
|} R TR U 6198172
1802 08,744.45 |
1803, e sl
The eity taxes levied for next year

nmonunt to only 8745112, This in face
of the fact that we have doubled in pop.|
wintion, now have more flre and IHl“I“l‘
protection, are dssisting the Park and
Library  Funds, have more agd better
stiveds and about thres times the num-
ber of steent Hights,  Is there, then, just
citise Lo say that the people of Astoria
vill liave to pay burdessome taxes be-|
vse of the loss of revenve from illielt
solrees ! |

However, if a low tax levy be our only
gonl, if Astorin ever becomes wo fm-
poverished as to be obliged to sell her!
reputation and be called “The Outeast’
ity 0w low tax levy séems of more|
importance than the city'a good name or
the virtue of our chiliren—<dhen I sub-
mit that the §16,000 received annually|
as “Blood money” fs too small a sum,
H the wages of sin is death, then let us
sirike for the highest possible wages—
the traflie will bear it. I am prepared|
to show (hat there I8 enough money in
the “Business” to pay the entire running|
oxpenses of the clty, take up our bonded |
indebtodness, and still  leave o good)
margin to those who muanaged the un.|
lawful enterprise,

The police yecords for lnst vear show
that there were

15 cigar machines; estimated
aluil_\' receipts, each $2.50,
total 37.00
O nickel-in-the-slot  machines;
ostimpted  dally  receipts,
ench, B5.00,00tal 50000

40 wheels, tables and other Jde-
vieths ostimated daily e
ceipts, cach, $100, total, .. 400, 00

———

Estimated total per day.......% 0871
Total per year (35 days) £350,000

“Taken In" at danee halls (ap-
prpximately) v H0,0001
Grand total. ... .. -o $400,000

This is a conservative figure, as all
well know, The vast amount of close to
lnl{ & milllon dollirs spent annually in
flotous living!  Isn't  this nppul'ling!
The sume money turned into legitimate
channels cannot fall te greatly benefit
thix community, Another very bad fea-
ture has been the fact that a large pro-
portion of this vast, sum was  taken
away from hems by the swarm of non-
residonts who, like birds of prey, used
Lo wome here in the Spring, leaving the
town soon aftep the season was over
with fat pocketbooks: nnd then, too, like
the Great Captaing of Monopoly,: the
“Intorests’’ have made themselves  obnox-
ious to the people by combining and
altempting to dictate politics and poli-
ciew to the Muuiuirn.lil.y‘ The greatost
danger to any building is not the rav.
nges of the elements from without, but
the worms that silently, steadily, surely
{working unseen) undermine the strue.
ture; so the greatest danger to the so-
einl fabric are the vices that gnaw at the
vitals, endangering the Home, the foun.
dation of all society and of all good gov-
ernment, In this connéction 1 am temp-
ted to quote bwo linea from Goldsmith's
“Deserted Village":—

“IH1 ifares the Land, to hastening ills
& prey,
Where™ Wealth
men decay.”
I say these things, not with bitterness

necumulates and

(Continued on page 2)

ministered in the Interest of a Few
Favorites or in the Interest of the
Whole People.

OMAHA, Jun, &.—Bryan was the prin-
cipal speaker at the annual gatheringofl
Jeflers  fan Club of Nebraska to-
night.

“The moral element in pending lssnes”
was hls subject. He said in part:

“No question is ever settled until the
moral element in the question js dis.
st amd decided.  Nothing, but  «
moral issue, that is, an lssue involving
justice, stirs the heart. The time js ripe
for another appeal to conscience and in-
dimtions point to a greater study of
pubilic questions from the ethical stand-
point.  The corrupting influesces which
have flowed from mercenury  politios
have at last excited attention and there
now is & searching of men  amd
measures ps such o8 has not been kuown
in recent times,

“T'he Prosident’s popularity |argely, if
not. entirely, is due to a belief among
the mnsses that he wants to do what
Is vight, that he is trying to do justioe
to those who bave been unjustly dealt
with, He hes made many mistakes and
great ones, but these mistakes have to a
large extent been overlooked by those
who believe that his heart is right and
that he means well. This is only an
indication of public attitude.

“Another indication is to be found in
the influenee of volers. Not sinee the
vivil war have party lines hung so loosely
and this is the matural rvesult when
volers become earnest in their desives
that wrong shall be overthrown and
right, vindieated.

“Pecple differ as to the relative im-
portance of the different issues, some
placing the trusts fivst, some the tariff
question as paramount, others believing
the railroad question most important.
But the fact iz, they all point to the
same fssue and those who take the peo-
pleg side on one of these questions are
likely Lo take the peoples’ side on either
of the other twoy

“The issues presented in each and all
of these questions is whether the govern
ment shall be administered in the in
terest of a few favovites or in the in
terest of the whole people; whether the
people shall be taxd that a few may be
enriched.”

he
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THAW TRIAL BEGINS.

Nine Jurors Have so Far Been Selected
—Defense to Plead Insanity.

NEW YORK, Jan. 6.—At the close of
the thrves court sessions which marked

this, the first day of the second trial of
Harry K. Thaw for the alleged murnder
of Stanford White, nine tentative
Jurors were selected out of 67 tales-
men.  All the men in the jury box are
subject to peremptory challenge, Legal
Imsanity, at “ime of the tragedy is to
be the sole defense. This was made clear
At the very outset of the proceedings
today when Lawyer Littleton formally
served notice that the former plea of
not guilty was amended by the specifiea-
tion that defendant wae insane when
the homicide was committed. The trial
opened with little or no eremony.

The only women allowed present wore
members of the defendant’s family and
newspaper writers.  Mrs, Evelyn Thaw
was again the center of inferest even to
tie exclusion of the defendant himself,

lows of It weomed to many a rnlumlty.l
You the enrth hos continued to qulvu‘
the wiun his nob eonasl to shine, and the
Clty of Astorda still lives, an independ-

WILL APPOINT RECEIVER.
———— -
California Safe Deposit & Trust Com-
pany Insolvent,

BAN FRANCISOO, Jan, G—Presiding
Judge Coffey, of the superior court, will
fomorow ||]l|,minr, a roeeiver for the
Californin Safe Deposit & Trust Co,
which closed itw Joors last November
owlng its depositors nearly nine million
dollurs,  Prosident J. Dalzell  Brown,
Director W, J. Bartnett and James
Treadwell, ancther director, is in the
cousty juil ehurged with embezzlement
in connection with the wreeking of the
institution o which twelve thousand (e-
positors had plaeed their money. Inves:
tigation by the prand jury revenled a
course of {rengied finance reckless of
tanking methods almost without pa-

rallel, It s admitted the bank is in-
solvent.
ENVOY RETURNS.
Minister Lemieux Has Nothing to Say
About Mission.

VICTORLA, Jan. 6.—Hon, Rudelphe
Lemieux, Canadian envoy to Jupan, re-
garding the proposed restrictions of
Japanese immigration, returned today.
He wouldl not make a statemont before
reporting to the Ottasvn government, but
It is learned on high autborty no ar-
rutigement has yet beenr concluded re-
garding the restriction of  emigration
from gapan to Cannda, but the promise
ls obtained that Japan would restrict
emgiration from Japan to Canala.

TO JAIL FOR RUEF.

SAN  FRANCISOO, Jan. 6. —~Judge
Dunne announced today he would issue
an ordes Wednesday terminating the
elisorship in the case of Abe Ruef, who,
pending the graft trials, hns been kept

in a private prison. Ruef will he handed (O

over the custody of the sheriff-elect as
soon as he takes the oath of office.

DECISION REVERSED

Case offfCongressman William-
son Remanded Back.

ERROR WORKED OVERTIME

—

Because of Technicality in the Wording
of the Indictment the United States
Supreme Court Reverses the Decision
of the Lower Tribunal,

——

WASHINGFON, Jan. 6.—The case of
tormer Congressman J. N. Williamson,
of Oregon, charged with unlawfully cut-
ting timber on the public lands in Crook
vounty, Oregon, in conspiracy with 100
others, was decided by the supreme
court of the United States today in
fuvor of Williamson.

The United States circuit coumt for
Oregon imposed a fine of §500 and sen-
tenced Willinms to prison for 10 months,
but the supreme court reversed that de-
vision,

The reversal of the decision of the
lower court was based upon the irregu-
lavity in admiting afidavits, Justice
White announced the opinion. “We are
of the opinion,” said Justice White,
“that the clabomte argument made by
the government, concerning the use, in
the indictment, of the words ‘declara-
tions' and ‘depositions’ can serve only
to suggest an ambiguity in the indiot-
ment and a possible doubt as to meaning
of the pleadings, But as, of course, in
n orininal onse, doubt must be resolved
in favor of the gocused, we hold that the
indictment does not charge conspiracy
to siuborn perjury in respect to final
proofs, and therefore, that there was
prejudicial error committed in the in-
structions to the jury on that subjeet.”

Justice White considered, at some
length, the requirement of general land
office that applicants, if they had made
their  preliminary sworn statements,
must ugain swear to such facts, aftep
notice of his application had been pub-
lished and the time had arrived for final
netion on the application, and he con-
cludes the requirement to be invalid.

The case therefore, was remanded to
the United States circult court for the
district of Ovegon. Justice White dis-

cussed, at lengbh, the contention of Wil- |

lipmwon that his office, as a member of
Congress, protects him from arrest, con-
cluding that, “Since the terms treason,
felony, and breach of peace,” as used in
the comstitutional provision, excepls
from the oporation of the privilege, all
criminal offenses, the conclusion result-
ing that the claim of privilege from ex-
emption from arrest and sentence, was
without marit.
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(OMMERGIAL
BODY MEETS

Annual Session of Cham-
ber of Commerce.

OFFICERS ARE ELECTED

Retiring President ). W. Welch
Will Donate Site for Car-
negie Library,

W. T, SCHOLFIELD PRESIDENT

Big and Public-Spirited Assmblage of
Members Make a Record Mark in the
Chamber's History — Interesting Re-
ports Filed,
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[+]
[+ NEW OFFICERS, L+
O _— o
O President........ W. T. Scholfield ©
© Vice-President........G. Wingate ©
O Secretary....... Jdobn H. Whyte ©
© Treasurer.......... C. R. Higgins ©

o] L]
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A hundred or more representative
cilizens of Astoria were assembled at
the first meeting of the Astoria Chamber
of Commerce, Inst night, to initiate the
vear's work and elect their new officers
for 1008

President J. W. Welch presided, with
Seeretary Johm H, Whyte, and Assist-
ait Secretary James Wallace, at his
elbow with the records and documents
in¢ident to the session and its business.
[he formal opening of the Chamber was
offected in regular fashion, and a call
was made for the submission of the
practical suggestions called for by the
secretary  recently; and these simply
poured in, each and all being cordially
and heartily received and ‘promptly re-
forred to the committees most nearly
allied to their accomplishment in the
future, These, of course, were preceded
by tho readi g of the reports of Presi:
dent Weleh and Secretary Whyte, which
appear at length in these columns).

Among the apt suggestions submitied,
were the following, each followed by ap-
proprinte comment, in turm: A. R.
Cyrus, for the establishment of a rifle
range for the use of the army, navy and
national guard near Astorin; referred
to committee consisting of A. R. Cyrus,
J. 1. Whyte, and C. J. Trenchand.

By G. Wingate, for the fixing of sea-
board terminal rates for Astoria, in and
out of port. and suggesting the compli-
mentary benefits that would innure to
the port and eity; referred to the pro-
motion committee.

By C. W. Carnahan, for the location of
an experimental spawning pond for sal-
mon for tests in ripening and spawning
that game fish near this market and
field. Referred to the committee on
fisheries.

By W. I. Ingalls, asking consideration
for the essential needs of the city and
county by way of additional sawmills, a
tannery, a boot and shos factory, a
marble-yard, a pulp mill ,and several
obher good things inseparable from these
adjuncts. Referred to the commitiee of
wanuiactures,

By A. R. Cyrus, for the establish-
ment of a green-house in the city. Al-
ready under consideration in the Cham-
ber, )

By Dr. J. A. Fulton, urging the assist-
ance of the Chamber to the commitiee
in charge of the oil and gas project in
the matter of securing leases of land in
that behalf. Passed to the next regu-
lar meeting.

By F. N. Clark, for the cutting up of
lange bodiea of land into small acreage,
five and ten-ncre trmacts. Mr. Clark
tonched upon the advertising work of
the Clmmber in the past year and coun-
selled patience in waiting for the real
results of that scheme; and also alluled
to the year 1008 as the real year of
destiny for Astoria in happy fashion.
Some one suggested that it was leap
year and that perhaps Mr. Clark was

enthused from that stenilpoint.)

By W. J. Ingalls, reverting to the ex-
esllent work done by the Chamber in
the way of advertising, and his eon-
clusion that it had enbaneed property
values in this section,

By Dr. Estes, suggesting that the col-
lector of dues for the Chamber have a
schedule whereby members could pay at
given seusons. The secretary was in-
atructed to list the dovtor for the months
he had missed and to colleet in full for
what time he had been overlooked, or
side<tepped,

By A. N. Smith, for the development
of the stawberry in this county on
the coast screage; and for the raising
of the street grades in Astoria; alse for
more sawmills.

By Mr. Bush, of Svensen, for smaller
fruit farms and tract acreage, and es-
pecially for roads leading to them.

By Willlam Larson, for an extended
apple culture and better care of the
small frults in this county.

By W, T. Scholfield, for the raising
of small fruits and raising of Astorin'y
strect grades; and for the better eare
~f orchards throughout Clatsop eoumty.

By Brenham Van Dusen, for the me-
quirement of more sawmills, and for the
collating of records of people with
sites for such mills and ready offerings
in value in this behalf. -

By W. J. Ingalls, offering a ten-acre
truet free, as o bonus to any man or firm
wito would establish, on his Lewis and
Clark farm, a sawmill, a tannery, & pulp
mill, or a shoe factory. This was the
keynote of generous expression of the
evening and was thoroughly well re-
evived, and it stands just as Mr. Ingalls
made it. !

This closed the filing of practical sug-
gestions and the whole scheme was one
of the brightest features ever introduced
at a meeting of the Chamber and will be
repeated from time to time.

The real business of the evening, the
election of officers, then ensued, and the
(hamber got down to business in good
shape under the skillful handling of
President Weleh, who called for nomina-
tions for his suceessor in office.

W, T. Scholfield was nominated by
A, N, Smith; J. W, Welch was put in
line by Mr. Jeffers; and G. Wingate
went to the front on the nomination of
W. J. Ingalls. There was plenty of
pood cheer and kindly backing for each
of the eandidates; but Mr. Weleh, in
declining the nomination, took occasion
to honor Vice-President T. L. Ball, for
the presidency, and this in turn was
declined by the doctor; and as Benjamin
Ward also withdrew the name of Mr,
Wingate from nomination, the field was
left with only Mr. Scholfield's name up
for consideration. His election was made
unanimous and ecarried with a wh
The viee-presidency then fell to G,
Wingate upon an unanimous vote of the
Chamber after A. Dunbar bad declined a
nomination for the post; amd Jobn H
Whyte was, of course, re-elected unani-
mously to his post, no other name being
heard of in that relation.

The treasuryship weat to C. R. Hig-
gins on a whirbwind vote after J. E.

{Continued on page 4)

PUTER RE-ARRESTED.

PORTLAND, Jan..6.—8. A. D. Puter
is o free man, the pardon from the
I'resident, issued at the instance of
Heney, arriving this afternon. Puter
was immediately re-arrested on a charge
of subornation of perjury in connection
with State school lands, He gave bail
in the sum of &1000 which was approved
by the court. Puter announced his in-
tention of reimbursing all persons who
suffered by mason of his operations,
Futer was 51 years old today.

HENEY TALKS.

TUCSON, Ariz, Jan. 8.—Asked for a
statement regarding the Williamson
case, Heney, the special government
prosecutor, tonight said: “1 have not
been officially notified of the decision of
the supréme court and conseéquently ean
give no definite opimion on the matter.
1 will state, howeveer, if Willinmson has
been granted a new trial he will ba tried
again.”

GEORGE DIXON DEAD.

NEW YORK, Jan. 6.—George Dixon,
the famous negro pugilist and winner of
hundreds of battles and perhaps several
hundred thousand dollars, died today
in the alcholic ward of Bellevue hospital,
penniless and friendless, He was 37T
years oll and for many years feather-
weight champion of the world.,

MAINTAINS INNOCENCE.

NEWARK, N. J, Jan, 6.—Evidence
unearthed in the case of Helen Whit-
more, whoss body was found in & pond
near Harrison, leads the police to believe
that two men were involved in the mur-
der of the woman. Theodore Whitmore,
the husband, during a severe examinm-
tion today, though frequently pgiving
way to tears, stoutly maintained he

knew nothing of the munier,
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